THE SAVI® BREAST BRACHYTHERAPY APPLICATOR:
Partial Breast Radiation Therapy for Early-Stage Breast Cancer
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WHAT IS SAVI*? The SAVI applicator
delivers a form of accelerated partial breast radiation
(APBI) known as breast brachytherapy, which
delivers radiation from inside the breast. This allows
physicians to precisely deliver treatment to the
tumor cavity and surrounding tissue, and offers
two key advantages: it spares healthy tissue from
unnecessary radiation and reduces treatment time
from 6 weeks to just 5 days.
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HOW DOES IT WORK? SAVI uses
a bundle of catheters to deliver radiation. The
catheters are expanded to fit the size and shape
of the cavity, and a tiny radioactive seed travels
through each catheter. This allows every catheter to
deliver an individual dose of radiation, so physicians
can customize treatment for every patient, regardless
of the size, shape, or location of their tumor cavity.
* SAVI=Strut Adjusted Volume Implant
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RADIATION DELIVERY

Treatment is

delivered twice a day for 5 days. Each treatment
lasts approximately 10 minutes. The ends of the
catheters are connected to a device—called an HDR
afterloader—and a computerized system painlessly
delivers a wire with a tiny radioactive seed into
each catheter. The seeds are completely removed
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